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John Sellars - Lebanon Chapter of the Tennessee Ornithological Society 

Saturday, 20 February 2016 

Several members of the John Sellars - Lebanon Chapter of the Tennessee Ornithological Society 
(JS-LTOS) met at 7:30 AM by Couchville Lake in Long Hunter State Park for a little early morning 
birding. Those present included: Melissa, Roy & JosEllen Turrentine, Stephen Zipperer and Greg 
Tomerlin. The weather was unseasonably warm with morning temperatures hovering around 
60°, cloudy skies and no wind -- not bad for a February morning in Tennessee. 

Rather than walk around the trail, we sat near the boat house and beach, talked about birding 
and kept an eye on the lake. Our checklist included 16 species for the morning. They were: 1 
Canada Goose (Branta canadensis); 3 Wood Duck (Aix sponsa); 1 Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus 
podiceps); 1 Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus); 2 Bonaparte's Gull (Chroicocephalus 
philadelphia); 2  Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis); 1 Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon); 
1 Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata); 5 American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos); 1 Carolina 
Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis); 1 Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor); 1 White-breasted 
Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis); 1 Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus); 2 Eastern Bluebird 
(Sialia sialis); 4 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata); and 1 Northern Cardinal 
(Cardinalis cardinalis). 

At 9:30, we all left Couchville Lake to make our way to Cedars of Lebanon State Park for the 
regular monthly meeting of JS-LTOS. We traveled north on S. Mount Juliet Road (SR 171) then 
east on Stewarts Ferry Pike approximately 1.6 miles to where Suggs Creek passes underneath 
the road. In the large pond on the east bank of Suggs Creek and north side of Stewarts Ferry 
Pike (36.118860, -86.492124 ) we spotted 70 Redhead ducks (Aythya americana); 4 Canada 
Goose (Branta canadensis); and 1 American kestrel (Falco sparverius). 

The regular monthly meeting of JS-LTOS began at 10:30 AM in the Dixon L. Merritt Nature 
Center at Cedars of Lebanon State Park. Members and guests included: Melissa, Roy & JosEllen 
Turrentine, Mildred Gaston, Jane Farris, Harriet Jewell, Stephen Zipperer, Nancy & Glen Robb, 
Tammy Collins, Daryl Matthews, Mary Calhoun, Louann & Ken Gum, and Greg Tomerlin. The 
small room was packed. After a frantic and failed search for the video equipment, the group 
ended up watching the first half of Danny Shelton’s documentary film  A Century of Birds: The 
Tennessee Ornithological Society  on the small computer screen in the corner of the nature 
center museum. Given the crowded conditions and lack of video equipment, it was decided the 
club would meet in Cabin 13 for the March 19 meeting. Cabin 13 can accommodate two dozen 
chairs, and has a large screen display for viewing videos or computer presentations.   

After watching the first half of the documentary, Melissa and those present discussed the 
calendar of events for the remainder of the season. Stephen Zipperer will lead a field trip 
around Old Hickory Lake before the March meeting. Those interested in participating should 
meet at Laguardo Recreation Area and 7:30 AM on 19 March. Melissa, Roy and JosEllen cannot 
attend the April meeting, so Stephen will conduct the meeting or lead a bird walk / field trip.  



John Sellars - Lebanon Chapter, TOS                                                                                           20 February 2016 

Page 2 of 2 
 

The Elsie Quarterman Wildflower Festival is 29-30 April. Melissa will lead a bird walk for the 
public on Saturday morning and could use assistance the morning of the 30th. For the May 
meeting, Stephen suggested the club conduct a Spring Bird Count and have a potluck-picnic-
cookout for lunch. The event is scheduled for 21 May. In the past, JS-LTOS has not held 
meetings in June and July, but the possibility of a June meeting or field trip in 2016 was 
proposed and will be explored.  

Melissa asked Jane Farris and Mildred Gaston if they would mind assisting Greg with answering 
some questions about the history of John Sellars and his years with the Lebanon Birding Club. 

Finally, just as we were about to break for lunch Park Ranger Zach Tinkle arrived and asked to 
address the group. Ranger Tinkle told us of plans to incorporate a birding trail in the vicinity of 
the cross-country running trail situated on 80+ acres south of the nature center and Cedar 
Lodge. No timeframe was given, but ideas included: adding bird habitat and nesting boxes, 
interpretive signage, and possibly a chimney swift tower. He asked if the LTOS would support 
such a venture, and those present agreed that the project was a good fit for our club. Melissa 
suggested we might provide information and some limited financial support for the project. 

Daryl Matthews joined the JS-LTOS, and Tammy Collins stated that she wished to transfer her 
membership from the Nashville Chapter to the Lebanon Chapter. The meeting ended around 
12:30.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Greg Tomerlin 
22 February 2016 


