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John W. Sellars - Lebanon Chapter, Tennessee Ornithological Society 

Saturday, 19 March 2016 

Members of the John Sellars - Lebanon Chapter of the Tennessee Ornithological Society (JS-
LTOS) met at 7:30 AM at Laguardo Recreation Area on Old Hickory Lake for a little birding 
action before the March meeting. Those present included: Ralph Brinkhurst and his neighbor 
Lisa Harvey, Ken & Louann Gum, Carolyn & Andy Johannson, Nancy & Glenn Robb, Melissa, Roy 
& JosEllen Turrentine, Stephen Zipperer, Greg Tomerlin and his mother Gerri. The weather was 
quite nice for a late (last) winter day with morning temperatures hovering close to 50°, cloudy 
skies and bit breezy. 

The group spent almost an hour watching over the lake and recorded 19 species of birds on our 
checklist. They were: 1 Canada Goose (Branta canadensis); 6 Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos); 2 
Ruddy Duck (Oxyurs jamaicensis); 3 Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps); 8 Double-Crested 
Cormorany (Phalacrocorax auritus); 4 Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus); 5 Turkey Vulture 
(Cathartes aura); 13 American Coot (Fulica americana); 5  Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis); 
1 Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon); 1 Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus); 2 
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata); 2 Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis); 3 
Purple Martin (Progne subis); 3 Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor); 2 Barn Swallow (Hirundo 
rustica); 2 Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis); 5 American Robin (Turdus migratorius); and 
3 Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis). 

We left the Laguardo Recreation Area and drove north less than a mile to Tyree Access Road 
where we were joined by Linda and George Robertson. There Stephen pointed out a Great 
Horned Owl's nest containing two baby owls. The owlets were a bit shy at first, but after ten 
minutes or so got curious at the gathering crowd some two hundred feet away and peaked up 
over the edge of the nest giving everyone a view of their fuzzy gray heads. What a treat. 

About 9:00, everyone loaded back up and raced west into Mount Juliet to Cedar Creek Access 
at the end of Saundersville Road. The wind coming across the lake here was considerably 
stronger and felt much colder, but did not deter this crowd. From the parking lot everyone was 
delighted to see the Bald Eagle nest with an adult perched on a nearby limb. Although the brisk 
wind made viewing difficult at such a long distance, there appeared to be a juvenile in the nest. 
The checklist for this location included 18 species. They were:  28 Canada Goose (Branta 
canadensis); 1 Wood Duck (Aix sponsa); 3 Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos); 2 Bufflehead 
(Bucephala albeola); 260 Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus); 13 American 
White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos); 6 Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias); 2 Osprey 
(Pandion haliaetus); 1 Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus); 5 Ring-billed Gull (Larus 
delawarensis); 2 Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura); 2 American Crow (Corvus 
brachyrhynchos); 2 Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor); 2 Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor); 
1 Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis); 6 American Robin (Turdus migratorius); 2 Dark-eyed Junco 
(Junco hyemalis); 2 White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis). 
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At 9:50, many of the wind-blown crew loaded up and made their way to Cedars of Lebanon 
State Park for the regular monthly meeting. The meeting was held in Cabin 13, an old WPA-era 
building, and began at 10:30 AM. Those present included: Tammy Collins, Harriet Jewell, Nancy 
& Glenn Robb, Linda & George Robertson, Melissa, Roy & JosEllen Turrentine, Dimples & Jack 
Zipperer, Stephen Zipperer, and Greg Tomerlin. They watched the second half of Danny 
Shelton’s documentary film  A Century of Birds: The Tennessee Ornithological Society  on the 
big-screen television mounted over the fireplace mantle. Everyone agreed this was a much 
better arrangement for viewing videos than what is available in the nature center.   

After watching the video, Melissa reminisced about meeting Dr. Goodpasture and visiting her 
cabin that was featured in the documentary. Melissa also spoke about some of the history of 
our club and how some of the various chapters, including the Tennessee Ornithological Society 
itself, had similar beginnings in the early to mid- 20th century. Someone suggested looking back 
in old archived editions of The Migrant for information on the origins of the Wilson 
County/Lebanon Chapter, and for information on when the name of the chapter was officially 
changed to include John W. Sellars name. Greg volunteered to look into it.  

Melissa mentioned the possibility of adopting a logo for our chapter, and presented two rough 
sketches in pen & ink. Both sketches included her original artwork depicting the profile shot of a 
lark sparrow. One of the samples featured an outline Wilson County encircling the lark sparrow 
and included the name John W. Sellars - Lebanon Chapter of TOS. The second sample was 
similar but omitted the outline of the county. It was generally agreed that the logo should 
include the outline of Wilson County, and possibly a smaller outline of Tennessee with an 
"Established in 19__" date if the date can be found. Furthermore, someone suggested that a 
local graphic artist or an online provider be employed to digitize the logo once it is finished.  

Our next meeting will be at 10:30 AM on Saturday, 16 April 2016 in Cabin 13. The documentary 
film, Gulf Crossing - Story of Spring Bird Migration will be shown. Earlier that morning, Stephen 
Zipperer will lead a birding convoy to some of the cedar glades in and around Cedars of 
Lebanon State Park in search of spring migrants. Those interested in participating should meet 
at the nature center shortly before 7:30 AM.  

Melissa, Roy & JosEllen are unable to attend the chapter meeting on April 16, but Melissa will 
lead a bird walk one week earlier, on Saturday, 9 April 2016, from the nature center. In 
addition, she is leading a wildflower hike at 9:00 AM, immediately after the bird walk, on the 
nature trail behind the park office. Those who wish to participate should meet at the park office 
no later than 9:00 AM. The Elsie Quarterman Wildflower Festival is 29-30 April. Melissa will lead 
a bird walk for the public on Saturday morning and could use assistance with that.  

The May meeting is scheduled for 21 May 2016. For this meeting JS-LTOS will have a cookout at 
one of the shelters in the park about midday, and either visit some birding hotspots around the 
county or conduct a spring bird count of the county during the morning and afternoon hours. 
Greg will check on shelter availability for May 21.  

Respectfully submitted, 20 March  2016 
Greg Tomerlin 


